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 What to do today 
 

 

 

 

1. Read the three diary extracts 
o Choose one of the extracts and answer the analysis questions.  
o Challenge yourself to answer the questions comparing all the extracts. 

 

2. Adverbs 
o Read through the learning reminder cards. 
o Work through the adverbs activities. Challenge yourself to do as many as 

you can.   

 
Now work with a grown-up to check the answers. 
Discuss any answers which you didn’t quite get. Can you see what went 
wrong? 
 

Try the Fun-Time Extras 

o Rewrite the incident from The Diary of a Killer Cat from Ellie’s perspective. 
How does she feel about Tuffy bringing home the dead mouse?  

o What might have happened next in The Diary of a Wimpy Kid? What was 
the CRAZY thing that happened? Tell, draw or write about what happened 
next.  

 

 

IMPORTANT Parent or Carer – Read this page with your child and check that you are happy with 
what they have to do and any weblinks or use of internet.   
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The Diary of a Killer Cat: Chapter 3

SO SPANK ME! I brought a dead 
mouse into their precious house. I didn’t 
even kill it. When I came across it, it 
was already a goner. Nobody’s safe 
around here. This avenue is ankle-deep 
in rat poison, fast cars charge up and 
down at all hours, and I’m not the only 
cat around here. I don’t even know what 
happened to the thing. All I know is, I 
found it dead. (Fresh dead, but dead.) 
And at the time I thought it was a good 
idea to bring it home. Don’t ask me 
why. I must have been crazy. How did I 
know that Ellie was going to grab me 
and give me one of her little talks? 
“Oh, Tuffy! That’s the second time this 

week. I can’t bear it. I know you’re a cat, and 
it’s natural and everything. But please, for my 
sake stop.” 
She gazed into my eyes. 
“Will you stop? Please?” 
I gave her the blink. (Well, I tried, but she 
wasn’t having any.) 
“I mean it, Tuffy,” she told me. “I love you, 
and I understand how you feel. But you’ve 
got to stop doing this, okay?” 
She had me by the paws. What could I say? 
So I tried to look all sorry. And then she burst 
into tears all over again, and we had another 
funeral. 
This place is turning into Fun City. It really 
is. 
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Diary of a Lively Labrador: Monday
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Diary of a Wimpy Kid 
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Diary Analysis Questions 

Diaries are written in the first person (I, me, my, mine) and present the author’s 
point of view and feelings about things.  
They report things that have happened, usually a recount for each day. 
 

Choose one of the diary extracts and answer the following questions 

• Who is writing the diary? What is their name?  
 

• What are they? Human or animal, and if animal, what type?  

 

• What tense is the diary written in? 

 

• Is the character likeable? In what way? 

 

• Is the diary interesting? Is there a problem to solve? 

 

• What other characters are in the diary? Are these nice or nasty? 

 

Challenge: now think about all the diary extracts 

• What is similar about the diary extracts? 

 

• What are the differences? Can you list these?  



Learning Reminders - Adverbs 
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Adverbs Activities 
 

Part 1 Underline the adverbs with the right colour to show if they tell us how, when or where 
 

1. Tuffy carefully searched everywhere for a mouse. 

2. He then gently carried it into the house. 

3. Ellie immediately screamed loudly!  

Part 2 Find and highlight the adverbs for each sentence. There may be more than one in each sentence. 
 

4. Rowley brought his scary costume over. 

5. Later we went over to Mariana’s house. 

6. Soon, we opened the door excitedly. 

 

Part 3 Fill in the missing gaps with an adverb that tells us more information about how, when or where 
the verb was done 
 

7. ________________ , we got in the car to go to the party. 

8. Mum knocked on the door __________________ but no-one answered.  

9. We walked carefully _______________ . 

10. Mum pulled the games out of her bag _____________ . 

11. __________, all the kids came over. 

12. Nervously we looked ___________ the room. 

 

 

 
 
 
Part 4 Add adverbs to each of the following to show how, when or where the verb was done. Try to use 
at least two adverbs in each sentence. 

 

13. I barked 
 

14. Princess shouted 

15. We walked 

16. The cat chased 

HOW 

loudly, excitedly  

 

WHEN 

eventually, yesterday 

WHERE 

downstairs, around 
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ANSWERS Adverbs Activities 
 

Part 1 Underline the adverbs with the right colour to show if they tell us how, when or where 
 

1. Tuffy carefully searched everywhere for a mouse. 

2. He then gently carried it into the house. 

3. Ellie immediately screamed loudly!  

Part 2 Find and highlight the adverbs for each sentence. There may be more than one in each sentence. 
 

4. Rowley brought his scary costume over. 

5. Later we went over to Mariana’s house. 

6. Soon, we opened the door excitedly. 

1 

Part 3 Fill in the missing gaps with an adverb that tells us more information about how, when or where 
the verb was done 
 

7. ____Earlier_____ , we got in the car to go to the party. 

8. Mum knocked on the door ____loudly_______ but no-one answered.  

9. We walked carefully __downstairs_______ . 

10. Mum pulled the games out of her bag __excitedly__ . 

11. __Eventually___, all the kids came over. 

12. Nervously we looked ___around__ the room. 

 

 

 
 
 
Part 4 Add adverbs to each of the following to show how, when or where the verb was done. Try to use 
at least two adverbs in each sentence. Suggested examples… 

 

13. I barked loudly when I went outside. 
 

14. Earlier, Princess shouted at me angrily.  

15. We walked quickly along the path. 

16. The cat excitedly chased the mouse, eventually it ran under the sofa. 

HOW 

loudly, excitedly  

 

WHEN 

eventually, earlier 

WHERE 

downstairs, around 
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 What to do today 
 

 

 

 

1. Read Diary of a Lively Labrador by Ruth Merttens up to the end of page 8 
o Read the story aloud, using good expression to read what is said. 
o What do you think the mouse and Boof-Head talk about?  

 
2. Write a conversation using speech bubbles  
o Decide on a topic of conversation for the two animals (for example cheese, 

Moonboom the cat, The Princess, flowers in the garden…) 
o Using the ‘Mouse and Boof-Head in conversation’ sheet write down a 

conversation between the two creatures (save this work somewhere safe – 
you will need it tomorrow). 
 

3. Read the rest of Diary of a Lively Labrador 
o Use a dictionary to find the meaning of any words you don’t know.  
o Write the part that you liked best in the diary. Give some reasons why it 

was the best bit.   
 

Try the Fun-Time Extras 

o Ask someone to help you read aloud your conversation between Mouse 
and Boof-Head. Take one character each and add expression as you read. 
You could even ‘perform’ your conversation to a relative on Skype or 
FaceTime.  

o Imagine you are an animal (it could be your own pet or an imaginary pet) 
and write a short diary extract in the first person. Include an exciting event 
to make it interesting to read.  

IMPORTANT Parent or Carer – Read this page with your child and check that you are happy with 
what they have to do and any weblinks or use of internet.   
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Boof-Head and Mouse in conversation                   Conversation Topic:________________ 
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 What to do today 
 

 

 

Parents - this continues on from the work done on dialogue last week – but don’t 
worry if you didn’t do that week or that bit of work – you can still do this session. 

Before you start today’s work make sure you have finished reading Diary of a 
Lively Labrador.  
 

1. Recognising dialogue  
o Circle the speech marks and underline the dialogue from pages 17-18 of 

Diary of a Lively Labrador. 
 

2. Rewrite speech bubbles as direct speech (dialogue) 
o Read through the learning reminders on punctuating direct speech.  
o Using your ‘Mouse and Boof-Head in conversation’ speech bubbles from 

yesterday write down their conversation as correctly punctuated dialogue.  
 

3. Now for some writing 
o Re-read page 3 of Diary of a Lively Labrador. It is written from Boof-Head’s 

point of view. How do you think the postwoman / milkman / neighbour 
might have felt?  

o Write a diary entry for the day as if you were one of the other characters. 
Include some dialogue – make sure you punctuate it correctly.  
 

Try the Fun-Time Extras 

o Illustrate an event from your diary extract.  
o Start a diary of your own, use an old notebook or exercise book and note 

down or draw what has happened and how you feel. Don’t worry if you 
don’t fill it in every day, just whenever you can. It will be an interesting 
thing to look back on in the future.   

IMPORTANT Parent or Carer – Read this page with your child and check that you are happy with 
what they have to do and any weblinks or use of internet.   
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Text from Pages 17-18 of Diary of a Lively Labrador 
 
Circle the speech marks and highlight or underline the direct speech (the bit 
the person actually says).  
Use a different colour for each speaker.  
 
MONDAY 
 
Not a good morning. Bounced on the postwoman and the milkman and then, 
when the paper boy skidded on his bike to avoid me, he ran into the hedge and 
I got the blame! How unfair is that?  
So there I was back in the ‘toilet-prison’.    
Mouse came to see me, running along the pipes as usual.   
“I have had an idea,” he told me excitedly, “about your bouncing problem.”   
“Really?” I replied.  I was quite depressed about the whole thing and almost 
resigned to spending the rest of my life in the toilet!  
“Yep,” he said, “but it has to be OUR secret!”   
And then he started to whisper. As I listened, I first started to smile and then to 
laugh big, woofy dog laughs.   
The Princess came and let me out of the toilet. Perhaps she thought I was 
barking! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Learning Reminder Punctuating Direct Speech 
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Now re-write your speech bubbles from yesterday as correctly punctuated dialogue.
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Write a diary entry 
o Re-read page 3 of Diary of a Lively Labrador. It is written from Boof-Head’s point of view. How do you think the 

postwoman / milkman / neighbour might have felt?  
o Write a diary entry for the day as if you were the postwoman (or one of the other characters). Think about what 

she might write about such as meeting the dog, who she delivers letters to and who she might chat to, for 

example, delivering a birthday card and present to the girl next door. 

o Include some dialogue – make sure you punctuate it correctly. 
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 What to do today 

 
 

 

1. Reading poetry 
o Read ‘The Torch’ by Michael Rosen or watch him performing his poem 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SnrHpytIMRM .  
o Is there a time when you accidentally broke something like Michael did? 

How did you feel?  
 

2. Apostrophes for possession 
o Look at the learning reminder – apostrophes. Read through to remind 

yourself how to use apostrophes to show possession (ownership / 
belonging).  

o Now complete the apostrophes for possession activity sheet.  
o Walk around your house, making up pairs of sentences with possessive 

apostrophes, e.g. This bed belongs to the dog. This is the dog’s bed’. Write 
these on the blank ‘pairs of sentences’ sheet.  
 

3. Performing Poetry 
o Read ‘Fork Week’ by Michael Rosen.  
o Practise reading it aloud, think about which words to put emphasis on as 

you read.  
o Perform the poem to someone in your home. Perhaps they can film you 

performing? Perform to a relative on Skype or FaceTime.  
 

Try the Fun-Time Extras 

o Challenge someone else in your house to play an apostrophe game with 
you: offer one sentence of a pair before asking your playing partner to work 
out the other sentence, e.g. ‘This is the pencil of Ross.’  becomes ‘This is 
Ross’s pencil.’  

o Explore Michael Rosen’s YouTube channel and watch him perform other 
poems and read stories https://www.youtube.com/MichaelRosenOfficial . 

IMPORTANT Parent or Carer – Read this page with your child and check that you are happy with 
what they have to do and any weblinks or use of internet.   
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The Torch 
I nagged my mum and dad for a torch. 
‘Oh go on. I’d love a torch. 
One of those ones with black rubber  
                                                  round them. 
Go on. Pleeeeeease.’ 
It was no good. I wasn’t getting 
anywhere. 
 
Then came my birthday. 
On the table was a big box 
In the box 
A torch. 
My dad took it out the box. 
‘You see that torch,’ he says 
‘It’s waterproof. 
That is a waterproof torch.’ 
 
Waterproof. Wow! 
 
So that night I got into the bath 
And went under water swimming with it. 
Breathe in, 
Under the water,  
switch on 
search for shipwrecks 
and treasure. 
Up, breathe 
Under again  
exploring the ocean floor. 
 
Then the torch went out. 
 
I shook it, banged it but it wouldn’t go.                                                                 
I couldn’t get it to go again. 
 
My birthday torch. 
So I got out, dried myself off 
Put on my pyjamas and went into the  
                                                          kitchen. 

 
‘The – er – torch won’t work. It’s broken.’ 
And my dad says, 
‘What do you mean, “it’s broken”? 
It couldn’t have just broken. 
How did it just break?’ 
‘I dunno, it just went off.’ 
 
‘I don’t believe it. You ask him a simple  
                                                        question 
and you never get a simple answer. 
You must have been 
Doing something with it.’ 
‘Just try telling the truth, will you? 
How 
Did 
It 
Break?’ 
‘I was underwater swimming with it.’ 
 
‘Are you mad? 
When I said the torch is waterproof 
I meant it keeps the rain off. 
I didn’t mean you could go deep-sea  
                                                 diving with it. 
Ruined. Completely ruined. 
For weeks and weeks he nags us stupid  
                                                 that he wants 
One of these waterproof torches 
And then first thing he does is wreck it. 
How long did it last? 
Two minute? 
Three minutes? 
These things cost money, you know. 
Money.’ 
 
I felt so rotten. 
My birthday torch. 
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The Torch – continued  

At the weekend, he says, 
We’re going into Harrow to take the 
torch back. 
 
We walk into the shop, 
My dad goes up to the man at the  
                                                        counter 
And says: 
‘You see this torch. 
I bought it from you a couple of weeks  
                                                                ago 
It’s broken.’ 
 
So the man picks it up. 
‘It couldn’t have just broken,’ says the  
                                                              man, 
‘How did it break?’ 
And my dad says, 
‘I dunno, it just went off.’ 
‘Surely you must have been doing  
                                                  something 
with it.’ 
No, no, no,’ says my dad, 
‘it just went off.’ 
‘Come on,’ says the man, ‘these torches 
don’t just break down.’ 
So I said 
‘Well, actually, I was in the – ‘ 
and I got a hard kick on the ankle from 
my dad. 
‘I was in the, you know, er kitchen and it 
went off.’ 
 
So the man said that he would take it out 
the back 
To show Len. 

 
He came back a few minutes later and 
said that Len 
Couldn’t to get it to work either 
So he would send it back to the makers. 
 
‘You’ll have to have a new one,’ he says. 
‘I should think so too,’ says my dad. 
‘Thank YOU.’ 
 
Outside the shop 
My dad says to me, 
‘What’s the matter with you? 
Are you crazy? 
You were going to tell him all about your  
                                                   underwater 
Swimming fandango, weren’t you? 
Blabbermouth!’ 
 

Michael Rosen 
 
 

 

 



Learning Reminder - Apostrophes 
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Apostrophes for Possession – Pairs of Sentences  
 

The torch of Michael was a prized possession. 

Michael’s torch was a prized possession. 

 

Torches for children are often made of plastic. 

 

 

Equipment of soldiers often includes underwater torches. 

 

 

The bulb in the torch did not work when it was wet. 

 

 

The batteries in torches run out quickly. 
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ANSWERS - Apostrophes for Possession – Pairs of Sentences 

 

The torch of Michael was a prized possession. 

Michael’s torch was a prized possession. 

 

Torches for children are often made of plastic. 

Children’s torches are often made of plastic. 

 
 

Equipment of soldiers often includes underwater torches. 

Soldiers’ equipment often includes underwater torches. 

 
 

The bulb in the torch did not work when it was wet. 

The torch’s bulb did not work when it was wet. 

 

The batteries in torches run out quickly. 

Torches’ batteries run out quickly. 
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Apostrophes for Possession – Pairs of Sentences Blank Sheet 
Walk around your house, making up pairs of sentences with possessive apostrophes, 

e.g. ‘This bed belongs to the dog. This is the dog’s bed’.  
Write these down in pairs below.  
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Fork Week  

 

You’re going to lay the table. 

You go to the drawer to get the knives, forks and spoons. 

You find the forks 

You find the spoons 

but the knives – they’re all gone. 

You look everywhere 

the sink, the table, the draining board 

but they’re all gone.  

 

A few days later, it’s the same 

only it’s the spoons this time 

and all the knives have come back. 

 

My brother, 

he’s worked it out, 

he says they take it in turns to disappear. 

“It’s alright,” he says,  

We won’t see another fork till Thursday, 

it’s Fork Week.” 
 

 

 

Michael Rosen 
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 What to do today 
 

 

 

 

1. Reading poetry 
o Read ‘Bedtime’ by Eleanor Farjeon. 
o Underline the rhyming words in the poem.  
o Now read it aloud with good expression. 

 
2. Writing poetry 
o Think of ideas for your own version of the poem ‘Bedtime’. What reasons 

would you give your parent/carer to persuade them to let you stay up five 
minutes more?  

o Use the writing frame Five Minutes to write your own poem. 
o Try to include features that will make your poem enjoyable to read aloud – 

powerful verbs, vivid adjectives, rhythm and repeating phrases. 
 

3. Performing Poetry 
o Practise reading your poem aloud, think about which words to put 

emphasis on as you read.  
o If you can, learn it off by heart, this helps to make your performance even 

better.  
o Perform the poem to someone in your home or perhaps to a relative on 

Skype or FaceTime.  
 

Try the Fun-Time Extras 

o Using the Not Five Minutes! writing frame (see resources), have a go at a 
poem with a twist on the original – a poem begging to not be made to stay 
5 more minutes! Think of something you don’t like doing (washing the 
dishes, tidying your bedroom, eating your vegetables, doing homework) and 
think of all the things you’d rather do instead.     

IMPORTANT Parent or Carer – Read this page with your child and check that you are happy with 
what they have to do and any weblinks or use of internet.   
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Bedtime 

 

Five minutes, five minutes more, please! 

Let me stay five minutes more! 

Can't I just finish the castle 

I'm building here on the floor? 

Can't I just finish the story 

I'm reading here in my book? 

Can't I just finish this bead-chain — 

It almost is finished, look! 

Can't I just finish this game, please? 

When a game's once begun 

It's a pity never to find out 

Whether you've lost or won. 

Can't I just stay five minutes? 

Well, can't I just stay just four? 

Three minutes, then? two minutes? 

Can't I stay one minute more?  

 

 

Eleanor Farjeon 
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Five Minutes 
 

Five minutes, five minutes more, please! Let me stay five minutes more! 
 

Can’t I just __________________________________________________  
 

___________________________________________________________  
 

Can’t I just __________________________________________________  
 

___________________________________________________________  
 

Can’t I just __________________________________________________  
 

____________________________________________________________________  

 

Can’t I just __________________________________________________ 
 

____________________________________________________________________  

 

Can’t I just ___________________________________________________  
 

____________________________________________________________________  

 

Can't I just stay five minutes? 
Well, can't I just stay just four? 
Three minutes, then? Two minutes? 
Can't I stay one minute more?  
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Not five minutes! 

 

Five minutes? Five minutes more? I don’t want five minutes more! 

 

I would rather_______________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________ 

 

I would rather_______________________________________________________  

 

___________________________________________________________________  

 

 

I would rather_______________________________________________________  

 

___________________________________________________________________ 

 

I would rather_______________________________________________________  

 

___________________________________________________________________  

 

Do I have to stay five minutes? 
I have been here long enough! 
Three minutes, then? Two minutes? 
I don’t want to do this stuff!  

 

 


