
What to do today 
 

 
 
 

 
1. Read ‘Butterflies’ by Kevin Crossley Holland 

• Read the story aloud. Practise reading aloud so that you can make 

the surprise in the story clear. Can you add actions as you read? 

• Read Butterflies Version 1. What is missing? Write the missing 

words on this version. These are adverbials.  

 

 

2. Revise Adverbials  

Use the Revision Cards to remind you of these. 

Now complete the activities on ‘Adverbials 1 and 2’.  
 

 

3.  Now for some writing 

Write a paragraph about what might happen next in the story. What 

will the girl do about all the butterflies? 

 

 

Try these Fun-Time Extras 
 
• Can you use the butterfly template to make your own 

spectacular butterfly design? 

• Can you find out about the ‘Mount of Butterflies’? Use a web 

search then make a poster about what you find out about the 

mountain and about monarch butterflies.  

• Can you make a paper butterfly following these instructions: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=phY05EEJXJM ? 
 

 

IMPORTANT Parent or Carer – Read this page with your child and check that you are happy 
with what they have to do and any weblinks or use of internet.   
 



 
Butterflies by Kevin Crossley-Holland 

 
 
The girl sat on the sofa with her homework book on her knee. 

'Butterfly Poem' she wrote at the top of the page. She could hear the 

thump thump-a-thump of the pop music in the flat upstairs. Then a 

boy shoved the evening newspaper through the letter-box—and 

then the telephone rang …  

 

How difficult it was to concentrate.  

 

But after a while the girl caught a few colourful words and set them 

down on her white page. Then some more. And the more words she 

caught, the easier they became to catch, the best words in the world.  

 

Next morning, the girl got ready to go to school. She opened her 

homework book and flicked to the page headed 'Butterfly Poem'. But 

where were the words? They had all gone. The girl looked at her 

book in amazement—she turned it upside down, she checked no 

page had been torn out, she leafed through it in case the words had 

somehow escaped to another page . . .  

 

Then it seemed to the girl as if her arms and legs were made of air, 

and her head was rising through the ceiling. She kissed her mum 

goodbye and closed the front door .. .  

 

The girl rubbed her eyes. She screwed them up and opened them 

again. All around her were little scraps of orange and turquoise and 

jasmine and violet: the whole grey street where she lived was quick 

and brightly-coloured with hundreds and thousands of butterflies.



Butterflies Version 1 
 

The girl sat.  

‘Butterfly Poem’ she wrote.  

She could hear the thump thump-a-thump of the pop music.  

A boy shoved the evening newspaper.  

The telephone rang. 

 
 



Revision Card 

 
 

  

  
 



Adverbials 1 
 
These sentences are adapted from the story. 
Read them, then choose the best adverbial to add from the list below. 
Use each once only.  
 
Add the adverbials after the main clause.  
 
1. She peeped  
2. The butterflies appeared  
3. The people stared  
4. Some butterflies followed 
5. Later, the girl fell asleep  
 

after her. 
between the curtains. 
around the street. 

          in the air. 
in her own bed. 
 
 

Add the adverbials before the main clause.  
 
6. she heard the grandfather clock whirr and strike. 
7. they heard the local news. 
8. the girl got ready to go to school. 
9. she went outside. 
10. there was nothing unusual to be seen. 
 

Next morning,  
Before her mother could stop her,  
At midnight, 
Sadly, 
After listening, 
 
 

 

 



Adverbials 2 
 
These sentences are an extension of the story! 
Read them, then choose the best adverbial to add from the list below. 
Use each once only.  
 
Choose whether to add the adverbials before or after the main 
clause. Check capital letters and punctuation when you have 
chosen.  
 
1. she told Miss Blank, her teacher 
2. she felt like a fool  
3. she wished for the butterflies to return 
4. a young man knocked on the door 
5. there were several coloured butterflies 
 
when she looked at the empty page 
with some anxiety 
as soon as she got back from school 
around his head 
with all her heart  
 
Make up adverbials to add before or after the main clause. Check 
capital letters and punctuation when you write your sentence.   
 
6. the man held a shining covered basket  
7. some butterflies flew  
8. she jumped  
9. he lifted the cover 
10. she could not believe what she saw  
 
 
 

 
 
 

 



Writing 
 

Write a paragraph about what happened next… 
 
o What will the girl do next? 

o What will she do with the butterflies?  

o How will she arrive at school?   

o What might her teacher say? 

 

Try to include adverbials in your writing.  

 



Butterfly Template 
 
 

 
 
 



Adverbials 1 and 2- Answers 
 
1. She peeped between the curtains. 
2. The butterflies appeared in the air. 
3. The people stared around the street. 
4. Some butterflies followed after her. 
5. Later, the girl fell asleep in her own bed. 
 
6. At midnight, she heard the grandfather clock whirr and strike. 
7. Next morning, they heard the local news. 
8. After listening, the girl got ready to go to school. 
9. Before her mother could stop her, she went outside. 
10. Sadly, there was nothing unusual to be seen. 
 
NB children can add these adverbials before or after the main clause.  
1. she told Miss Blank, her teacher with some anxiety. 
2. When she looked at the empty page, she felt like a fool  
3. With all her heart, she wished for the butterflies to return 
4. A young man knocked on the door as soon as she got back from 
school. 
5. Around his head, there were several coloured butterflies 
 
 
Children are to make up their own adverbials; these are just 
examples. 
 
6. In one hand, the man held a shining covered basket. 
7. Around his head and arms, some butterflies flew  
8. She jumped up in excitement. 
9. Slowly and carefully, he lifted the cover 
10. She could not believe what she saw in his basket. 
 



What to do today 
 

 
 
 

 
1. Read ‘Ouch!’ by Kevin Crossley Holland 
• Read the story aloud, using good expression to read what is said. 
• What five words could describe the shepherds? What five 

words could describe the woman? Which of the characters do 
you admire the most? 

 
 
2. Revise Verbs and Present and past tenses  
Use the Revision Cards to remind you of these. 
Now complete the ‘Ouch! Activities’.  
 
 
3.  Now for some writing 
Write a paragraph about what the shepherds did next.  
What trouble did they get into this time!  
 
 
Try these Fun-Time Extras 
• Create a design for the woman’s sun-and-moon brooch. 
• Can you make a tangled leg illustration of the shepherds? 
• Can you pretend to be one of the shepherds telling the story of 

what happened? 
 

IMPORTANT Parent or Carer – Read this page with your child and check that you are happy 
with what they have to do and any weblinks or use of internet.   
 



Ouch! By Kevin Crossley-Holland 
 
Five shepherds fell asleep under a tree. And in their sleep they sighed and 

stretched and tossed and turned and tied their legs into a knot. When they 

woke up, they didn't know which leg belonged to who.  

“I'm hungry,” said one shepherd.  

“And I'm thirsty,” said another.  

All five of them were thirsty and hungry, but they were unable to stand up.  

“What's wrong with you, men?” shouted a woman on her way to the well:The 

sun's up and you're still on your backs.'  

“We can't stand up,” said the shepherds. “We don't know which leg belongs to 

who.”  

“What's it worth?” asked the woman.  

“Worth?” said one shepherd. “Worth? I don't know. How about ten toes of 

tobacco?”  

“Fifty,” said the woman. “Fifty toes and I'll show you which leg belongs to 

who.” 

“All right,” said the shepherds.  

Then the woman unfastened her sun-and-moon brooch, and stuck the pin into 

the nearest foot.  

“Ouch!” yelled one shepherd. 

“That's one of yours,” said the woman. “Pull, man! Pull!”  

Then the woman stuck another foot.  

“Ouch!”  

“That's yours.”  

“Ouch!”  

“Pull, man! Pull!”  

One by one the shepherds stood up on their stiff feet. And each poor man 

fished in his pocket for ten toes of tobacco. 



Revision Card  

 
 

 

 



Ouch! Activities 
 
1. Read the story Ouch! Look at the Grammar Card to remind you of 
past and present tense.  

 
2. Highlight the verbs that are in the past tense 
 
Five shepherds fell asleep under a tree. And in their sleep they 
sighed and stretched  
 
3. Write the paragraph again in the present tense 
 
Five shepherds fall asleep under a tree. And in their sleep they sigh 
and stretch 
 
4. How does this change of tense change the story? 
 
5. Is this direct speech in the present or the past tense? 
 
‘I’m hungry,’ said one shepherd. 
‘And I’m thirsty,’ said another.  
 
6. Write it so it is in the past tense 
 
7. How does this change of tense change the story? 
 
8. Find two more sentences written in the past tense and write them 
out. Underline the verbs. 
 

Remember – direct 
speech is what is said! 



 
Writing 

 
Write a paragraph about what happened next… 
 
o What did the shepherds do? 
o Will they get into another mess?  
o How will the woman trick them this time?   

 
Write in the past tense. Include direct speech in present tense.  
 



What to do today 
 

 
 
 

 
1. Read ‘Hunted’  
• What do you like about the story? Is there anything that you 

dislike? What patterns did you notice? Are there any puzzles? 
 
2. Think about ‘Unanswered Questions’  
Read the Unanswered Questions. Make up answers to these and 
write your answers as clear sentences.  
 
3.  Now to plan a story 
Use the Storyboard to plan a prequel to the story Hunted.  
A prequel comes before the main story. It should give answers to 
some of the Unanswered Questions.  You can write and draw to 
record your story. 
 
 
Try these Fun-Time Extras 
 
• Use your Storyboard to tell your story to someone else.  
• Make a recording of your telling of your story.  
• Draw a front-cover for the book of your story.  
• Write and illustrate your story. You could use the Features List 

to guide your writing.  
 

 
 

IMPORTANT Parent or Carer – Read this page with your child and check that you are happy 
with what they have to do and any weblinks or use of internet.   
 



Hunted 
 
He was running and running, crashing through the branches and tripping 
over the tree roots. The mice and the shrews were rushing out of his way, 
the heavy footfalls warning them, scuttling under cover amongst the 
dead leaves and moss of the forest floor. A badger, lolloping slowly along 
the edge of the trees, turned sharply to hide in the ditch at the far end of 
the meadow adjoining the wood. And an owl, swooping and soaring low 
over the bracken, wheeled around and screeched a warning to the other 
animals, “Skee-at, skee-at.”   
 
The man’s breath was coming in short sharps bursts. He was bending 
over as he ran, almost crouching and keeping his head down, clutching 
his side.  He cared not at all as the brambles scratched his coat, legs and 
face, and the low-lying branches of the smaller trees slapped him as he 
passed. He was running blindly, dashing hither and thither through the 
forest. But he was also searching, desperately seeking something, a sign, 
a small indication.   
 
And then, suddenly, the reason for the man’s panic became apparent to 
the watching stoats and weasels, sitting on their hind-legs, front paws in 
the air, ready to run if need be. Behind the trees, marching down across 
the meadow and heading rapidly towards the wood, were five soldiers. 
They were jogging, holding their guns, great grey coats flapping around 
their dark boots, chains clinking at their waists. The badger, too 
frightened to move, crouching stock-still in the ditch between the 
meadow and the wood, could still hear the crashing sounds of the man’s 
wild, erratic race through the trees.  
 
One of the soldiers gave a quick shout, “Hoy!” He jumped smartly over 
the ditch, and the others followed, leaping after him, narrowly missing 
the badger’s broad, grey, striped back. At the sound of the soldier’s bark, 
the running sounds in the forest ceased abruptly. The soldiers halted at 
the edge of the trees. They listened. There was silence. A soft scurrying 
sound told the stoats and weasels that the badger had gone to earth. An 
owl passed screeching overhead. The branches of the trees creaked 
gently, and the leaves whispered amongst themselves, as they painted 
the night sky an ever darker velvet blue. The moon had long since set, 
and a few stars were twinkling overhead. It was the hour before dawn, 



the dead time of the night, when only the hunted and the hunter are 
awake. 
 
The man stood, poised for flight, beside a large oak tree. He tried to 
control his gasping breaths, holding his mouth open and drawing in the 
air in great silent gulps. His heart was pounding so loudly he thought it 
affected the entire forest, creating a deep thumping beat, which seemed 
to vibrate through the trees. As he stood, frozen in time and space, it 
seemed to him that all the animals were similarly petrified. Nothing 
moved. Not even a mouse stirred on the leaf-strewn floor. A fox stood at 
the edge of the clearing, a dead rabbit at its feet, and a deer paused, 
head lowered, eyes wide, as it listened for danger.  
 
Suddenly the soldiers moved. “This way!” the captain called, and he 
pushed the bracken aside and started running in great bounding steps 
towards the centre of the wood. At the same moment, the man saw it. 
There it was.  The sign for which he had been searching. He ran forward, 
past the petrified deer, and to the side of the clearing. There was a glint 
of metal, a gleam of gold beneath the leaves. The hunted man scrambled 
and pulled. A trap door sprang open and, in the nick of time, he slithered 
inside and pulled it shut behind him. There was a soft click, and the leaves 
stirred.  
 
The soldiers came crashing into the clearing. Just as they skidded to a 
halt, right beside the oak tree where the hunted man had stood not a 
minute earlier, the deer shifted. Quietly, and with slow steps, it turned 
and moved, coming to stand right over the trap door, and completely 
covering the flat golden handle once more with leaves and earth. The 
deer stood there. The soldiers stared at it. They peered around the 
clearing and then shone torches into all the dark corners. Finally, holding 
their torches high, they turned and started searching further along the 
other side of the trees.  
 
The deer quivered. Hunter or hunted. It knew the score. It took a side. 
After a while, it turned and leapt effortlessly away, out of the trees and 
across the meadow. It had saved a man’s life.  
  



Unanswered Questions 
 

Why was the man in the forest? 

Why was he running? 

How had he got there? 

Had he been there before? 

How long had he been chased? 

Why was he holding his side? 

How did the soldiers know where he was? 

Did anyone else know that he was in the forest? 

Who was commanding the soldiers? 

Why were they chasing him? 

What would they have done if they found him? 

How did the man know about the trapdoor? 

Why couldn’t he find it straight away? 

Why did the deer help the man? 



 
Storyboard 

 
   

   

 



Features List 
 
 

Mystery   
 
 
Importance of Animals 
 
 
Threat/Tension 
 
 
Mix of long and short sentences 
 
 
 
Vivid description 
 
 
 
Physical feelings of man described 
 
 
 
Only a little dialogue, more description and action 

 
 
 

 



What to do today 
 

 
 
 

 
1. Read the first part of the poem ‘Skimbleshanks’ 
• How easy is it to read? Underline any tricky vocabulary. Can you 

practise reading so that you can find the rhythm of the poem? 
 
 
2. Listen to two performances of the poem.  
• Play the first part of each of these performances. Follow the 

words as you do.  What are some of the differences between the 
two performances? Which do you prefer? Why?  
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pLEEeHj6e_Y 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EKY5ag8qhlQ 
 
 

3.  Practise parentheses 
Use the Revision Card to remind yourself about commas, brackets 
and dashes for parentheses. Complete Skimbleshanks Sentences 1, 2 
and 3. They get harder, so challenge yourself to keep going! 
 
 
Try these Fun-Time Extras 
• Try learning some of the first part of the poem off by heart.  
• Make a picture of Skimbleshanks at his railway station.  
• Find out and read some more of TS Eliot’s Cat Poems. You 

might like to search for Macavity or Old Deuteronomy.  
 

IMPORTANT Parent or Carer – Read this page with your child and check that you are happy 
with what they have to do and any weblinks or use of internet.   
 



Skimbleshanks – Part 1 
 
There's a whisper down the line at 11.39 
When the Night Mail's ready to depart, 
Saying "Skimble where is Skimble has he gone to hunt the thimble? 
We must find him or the train can't start." 
All the guards and all the porters and the stationmaster's daughters 
They are searching high and low, 
Saying "Skimble where is Skimble for unless he's very nimble 
Then the Night Mail just can't go." 
At 11.42 then the signal's nearly due 
And the passengers are frantic to a man -  
Then Skimble will appear and he'll saunter to the rear: 
He's been busy in the luggage van! 
He gives one flash of his glass-green eyes 
And the signal goes "All Clear!" 
And we're off at last for the northern part 
Of the Northern Hemisphere!  

 



You may say that by and large it is Skimble who's in charge 
Of the Sleeping Car Express. 

From the driver and the guards to the bagmen playing cards 
He will supervise them all, more or less. 

Down the corridor he paces and examines all the faces 
Of the travellers in the First and the Third; 
He establishes control by a regular patrol 

And he'd know at once if anything occurred. 
He will watch you without winking and he sees what you are thinking 

And it's certain that he doesn't approve 
Of hilarity and riot, so the folk are very quiet 

When Skimble is about and on the move. 
You can play no pranks with Skimbleshanks! 

He's a Cat that cannot be ignored; 
So nothing goes wrong on the Northern Mail 

When Skimbleshanks is aboard. 
 

By TS Eliot

 



Revision Card 
 

  

  



Skimbleshanks Sentences 1 

• Add information to these sentences, using parenthesis.  
• Put the extra information in the place marked with an arrow.  
• Choose punctuation to make your addition clear.  
• There are suggestions (underneath) of phrases to add.  
• Be careful, because these suggestions are in the wrong order.  

 

1. The train  was ready at 11.39. 

2. Nobody knew where Skimbleshanks  had gone. 

3. Everybody  searched hard for him. 

4. The passengers  grew frantic. 

5. Skimble appeared and walked  to the back of the train. 

 

Suggested phrases 

sauntering calmly  

who were waiting inside the train 

the cat of the railway train 

which was full of passengers 

even the stationmaster’s daughters 
 
 
 
 
 

Unit 4 Day 1 



Skimbleshanks Sentences 2 
 

• Add information to these sentences using parenthesis.  
• You will have to decide where to put the extra information.  
• Choose punctuation to make your addition clear.  
• There are suggestions (underneath) of phrases to add. They are in 

the right order.   
 

1. Skimbleshanks gave a flash of his eyes to set the train going.  

2. The driver watched for the signal then started the journey 

3. The train was travelling to the north through the night 

4. Everybody respects Skimbleshanks. 

5. Skimbleshanks patrols the corridors 

 

Suggested phrases 

glass-green and bright 

in order to be safe 

to Scotland 

drivers, guards and bagmen 

establishing control as he goes  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Unit 4 Day 1 



Skimbleshanks Sentences 3 

• Add information to these sentences, using parenthesis.  
• You will have to decide what extra information to add and 

where, in the sentence, to add it.  
• Choose punctuation to make your addition clear.  

 

1. Skimbleshanks can see what you are thinking. 

2. Everybody stays very quiet. 

3. Pranks are not allowed. 

4. Ignoring Skimbleshanks is not possible.  

5. Nothing goes wrong on the Northern Mail. 

 

Make up some sentences (including parenthesis) of your own about 
Skimbleshanks. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Unit 4 Day 1 



 

Possible Answers - Skimbleshanks Sentences 1 and 2 

1. The train, which was full of passengers, was ready at 11.39. 

2. Nobody knew where Skimbleshanks, the cat of the railway train, 

had gone. 

3. Everybody – even the stationmaster’s daughters - searched hard 

for him. 

4. The passengers (who were waiting inside the train) grew frantic. 

5. Skimble appeared and walked, sauntering calmly, to the back of 

the train. 

 
 

1. Skimbleshanks gave a flash of his eyes, glass-green and bright, to 

set the train going.  

2. The driver watched for the signal (in order to be safe) then started 

the journey 

3. The train was travelling to the north through the night – to 

Scotland.  

4. Everybody - drivers, guards and bagmen - respects Skimbleshanks. 

5. Skimbleshanks, establishing control as he goes, patrols the 

corridors 

 



What to do today 
 

 
 
 

 
1. Watch a video about a train to London. 

• Watch the video of the sleeper train to London. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0ZWHVRx-6xo 

• Make notes about 5 things that you learn – you can watch it more 
than once. Would you like to go on this journey? Why? 

 
2. Read the second part of Skimbleshanks.  
• Read Skimbleshanks – Part 2. Listen to your favourite 

performance from Day 4.  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pLEEeHj6e_Y 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EKY5ag8qhlQ 

• Highlight any of the vocabulary in the poem that you are not sure 
about.  You can look up words at https://kids.wordsmyth.net/we/ 
 
 

3.  Practise parentheses 
Use the Revision Card to remind yourself about commas, brackets 
and dashes for parentheses. Complete Skimbleshanks Vocabulary. 
These are sentences about the vocabulary in the poem but they 
need commas, brackets or dashes. 
 
Try these Fun-Time Extras 
• Try learning some of the second part of the poem off by heart.  
• Use the Railway Times template to make a newspaper article 

about Skimbleshanks.  
 

IMPORTANT Parent or Carer – Read this page with your child and check that you are happy 
with what they have to do and any weblinks or use of internet.   
 



Skimbleshanks – Part 2 
 
Oh, it's very pleasant when you have found your little den 

With your name written up on the door. 

And the berth is very neat with a newly folded sheet 

And there's not a speck of dust on the floor. 

There is every sort of light - you can make it dark or bright; 

There's a handle that you turn to make a breeze. 

There's a funny little basin you're supposed to wash your face in 

And a crank to shut the window if you sneeze. 

Then the guard looks in politely and will ask you very brightly 

"Do you like your morning tea weak or strong?" 

But Skimble's just behind him and was ready to remind him, 

For Skimble won't let anything go wrong. 

And when you creep into your cosy berth 

And pull up the counterpane, 

You ought to reflect that it's very nice 

To know that you won't be bothered by mice -  

You can leave all that to the Railway Cat, 

The Cat of the Railway Train! 
 



 
In the watches of the night he is always fresh and bright; 

Every now and then he has a cup of tea 

With perhaps a drop of Scotch while he's keeping on the watch, 

Only stopping here and there to catch a flea. 

You were fast asleep at Crewe and so you never knew 

That he was walking up and down the station; 

You were sleeping all the while he was busy at Carlisle, 

Where he greets the stationmaster with elation. 

But you saw him at Dumfries, where he speaks to the police 

If there's anything they ought to know about: 

When you get to Gallowgate there you do not have to wait-- 

For Skimbleshanks will help you to get out! 

He gives you a wave of his long brown tail 

Which says: "I'll see you again! 

You'll meet without fail on the Midnight Mail 

The Cat of the Railway Train. 

 
By T.S. Eliot 

 

 



Revision Card 
 

  

  



Skimbleshanks Vocabulary 
Rewrite these sentences adding punctuation to make the meaning clearer. Decide 
whether to use commas, brackets or dashes.  
Think about end of sentence punctuation too! 

 

1. Third-class train tickets which originally meant that passengers were 
transported in an open box car were ended in 1956 

2. The Northern hemisphere the part of the planet north of the equator 
has ninety percent of the world’s population 

3. In the event of an accident or other emergency a train guard can take 
charge of the train 

4. Scotch is a drink an alcoholic one made in Scotland 

5. Fleas those small flightless insects can jump around thirty thousand 
times in a row 

6. Have you or anyone you know ever visited Crewe or Carlisle 

7. Elation which is a state of great happiness and exhilaration could be a 
response to seeing an especially good friend 

8. The national police force for the railways the British Transport police 
look after six million passengers every day 

9. A fixed bunk on a means of transport particularly a ship or a train is 
often called a berth 

10. A counterpane is a type of bedspread a bit like a duvet popular 
particularly in the first half of twentieth century 



 

 

 RAILWAY TIMES  
 
 
 
 

Stick  
picture  
here 

HEADING 

 

  

 



Skimbleshanks Vocabulary – Possible Answers 
1. Third-class train tickets, which originally meant that passengers were 
transported in an open box car, were ended in 1956. 

2. The Northern hemisphere, the part of the planet north of the equator, 
has ninety percent of the world’s population! 

3. In the event of an accident (or other emergency) a train guard can 
take charge of the train. 

4. Scotch is a drink - an alcoholic one - made in Scotland. 

5. Fleas (those small flightless insects) can jump around thirty thousand 
times in a row! 

6. Have you, or anyone you know, ever visited Crewe or Carlisle? 

7. Elation, which is a state of great happiness and exhilaration, could be 
a response to seeing an especially good friend. 

8. The national police force for the railways (the British Transport police) 
look after six million passengers every day. 

9. A fixed bunk on a means of transport, particularly a ship or a train, is 
often called a berth. 

10. A counterpane is a type of bedspread - a bit like a duvet - popular 
particularly in the first half of twentieth century. 

 
Unit 4 Day 2 

 


