
What to do today 
 

 
 
 

 
1. Watch an animation of the book ‘Tuesday’ 
• Watch the animation all the way through.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A6Uvxjsooik 
• Use the Storyboard to draw and write notes about the main 

events.  
 
2. Revise Modal Verbs 
• Use the Revision Card to remind you about Modal Verbs.  
• Look at the picture of Rusty and the Frogs. Read the six 

questions on Think and Write and think about your answers.  
• Write sentence answers that use modal verbs.  

 
3.  Now for some writing 
• Think about who you would interview if you were a detective 

finding out about what had happened. Choose one person from 
the Interview Priorities list. 

• Write the questions that you would ask this person on one 
page of the Detective Notebook. 

• Imagine their answers and write these on the other page.  
 
Try these Fun-Time Extras 
• Watch a longer animation of the story. Which do you prefer?  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IV5LOHdrdP8 
• Use your Storyboard to try to tell the story of Tuesday to 

somebody else

IMPORTANT Parent or Carer – Read this page with your child and check that you are happy 
with what they have to do and any weblinks or use of internet.   
 



Storyboard 
 



Revision Card – Modal Verbs 
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Rusty and the Frogs Picture 
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Modal Verbs – Think and Write 

 
What different things might Rusty (the dog) go and do next? 
 
What might the frogs do next? 
 
What will the Rusty’s owner notice in the morning? 
 
What action will they take? 
 
How could this have turned out differently? 
 
What advice would you give to Rusty and his owner? 
 
Now write your answers. Use one of the modal verbs in each 
of your sentences: 
 
o may 
o might 
o would 
o shall 
o will 
o can 
o could 
o must 
o should 
o ought 
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Interview Priorities 

 

 
 

• The man recorded eating his supper at 11:21pm 

• The old woman sleeping in the chair with the TV 

on 

• Any fishermen who were fishing at the pond 

• An astronomer looking into the night sky 

• The owner of the dog that started to bark at 

4:38am 

• A postman/milkman/paper boy or girl on their 

morning round  

• A farmer out working the fields as the frogs start 

to fall  
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Detective’s Notebook - Questions 
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Detective’s Notebook - Answers 
 

 
 

 

 



What to do today 
 

 
 
 
 
IMPORTANT You need to have watched this animation from yesterday’s at 
home work: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A6Uvxjsooik  
 
1. Fill in the speech bubbles on First Flight - Blank 
• Look at the picture of the frogs from Tuesday and imagine what 

each of them is saying. Write their speech. 
• Use the rectangular box to add some writing to set the scene.  

 
2. Revise how to punctuate direct speech.   
• Read Speech Punctuation Reminders to help you remember 

how to punctuate speech.  
• Read the Harltown Report and follow instructions. 

 
3.  Now for some writing 
• Write the speech that you made up for the frogs into properly 

punctuated sentences. You could start with the writing that you 
put in the rectangular box.  

• Remember a new line for each new speaker. 
 

Well done! Now, ask a grown-up to check your writing with you, 
using Speech Punctuation Reminders.  
 
Try the Fun-Time Extra 
• Try carrying on the story  - either as a comic-strip or as   prose 

writing. Think about the speech you use as you do. 

IMPORTANT Parent or Carer – Read this page with your child and check that you are happy 
with what they have to do and any weblinks or use of internet.   
 



 



 
Speech Punctuation Reminders 

 
o Do you have speech marks at the start and the end of 

the words being spoken? 

o Do you have a capital letter at the start of the speech? 

o Do you have punctuation inside the speech marks? 

o Have you started a new line each time someone new 

starts speaking? 

o Have you remembered to add commas? 

o Have you used synonyms for the word said?



 
Harltown Report 

 
The townspeople of Harltown are still struggling to make sense of the 
extraordinary events of Tuesday evening, when, it would seem, they were 
witness to a rare and troubling phenomenon. 
 
I spoke with the man at the centre of the events, Mr. Cunningham, whose 
late-night snack time was neither peaceful nor normal.  
 
I asked him to tell me what he had seen. 
 
"Well, like I told the others, I was just sitting at my kitchen table, about to 
eat my sandwich, when I noticed that the light in the kitchen had changed 
colour," he explained. "It took on a kind of greenish tone. I was pretty 
surprised, I have to tell you. And of course, like anyone would, I glanced 
out of the window and that's when I saw them"  
 
He went, on growing louder as he spoke, "Hundreds of things! All green 
and hunched up and floating past, like it was the most natural thing in the 
world!"  
 
I carefully asked exactly what he thought these green 'things' were. 
 
"Frogs! Hundreds of frogs. Floating frogs, I tell you. Flying by on lily-pads. 
Frogs on lily-pads! Right up against my window. One even waved at me!" 
he reported, growing agitated.  
 
He then repeatedly muttered to himself, "A flight of floating frogs. A flight 
of floating frogs..." 
 

• Write on the text to show how the speech has been punctuated. 
 

• Try to show: speech marks, capital letters, punctuation inside the 
speech marks, commas, synonyms and phrases for the word ‘said’. 

 



First Flight 

 



 
What to do today 

 
 
 
 

 
1. Read the three Newspaper Articles 
• Read Features to watch out for in a newspaper report 
• Read the three newspaper articles: Zebra, Stage-School and 

Flower-beds.  
• Choose one of the articles and make notes on it to show some 

of the features 
 

2. Answer questions about the articles 
• Choose one of the articles and answer the Questions for it.  
• Choose another of the articles and answer its questions too. 

 
Well done! Now, talk with a grown-up about your answers. These are 
at the end of the pack.   
 

3. Now for some writing 
• Look at the picture titled ‘Next Tuesday’ 
• Plan a newspaper article about this event on Newspaper Article 

Paragraph Planner.  
• Write your newspaper article, remembering the Features to 

watch out for.  
 
Try these Fun-Time Extras 
 

• Draw some pictures that could accompany your newspaper 
article.  

• Think of what could happen next Tuesday. What will float next. 
Make up five ideas, choose your favourite and draw it or make 
up a story about it.

IMPORTANT Parent or Carer – Read this page with your child and check that you are happy 
with what they have to do and any weblinks or use of internet.   
 



 

Features to watch out for in a newspaper report 
 
• Attention-grabbing headline.   

• Factual – giving information, answering the questions: Who? What?  
Where? When? How?    

• Keeping the story exciting and the pace fast so the reader does not get 
bored.   

• Clear sentences, not too long and complicated.  

• Direct quotes from witnesses or reported speech where a direct quote has 
not been obtained.   

• Short paragraphs to break up the text.  

• Clear conclusions. 

• Style – can be chatty or formal.  

Chatty 
• Direct speech. 

• Active voice to say exactly who 
did what. 

• Shorter sentences. 

• Informal language (e.g. 
contractions such as ‘don’t’ or 
‘wouldn’t’).  

Formal  
• Reported speech. 

• Passive voice to avoid saying 
who or what was the cause. 

• Longer sentences. 

• Formal language with no 
shortened forms. 

 
 
 



 

Zoo Zebra in Co-op Car Park Caper 

 

 

 
Molly the zebra safely back at the zoo last  

A runaway zebra caused chaos yesterday as 
it tried to avoid capture in the seaside town 
of Lindley in Dorset. The zebra had escaped 
at dawn from the nearby children's zoo in 
Briarley Wood. 
 
The beautiful stripy mare was first spotted in 
the car park of the Co-op supermarket in 
Westray Street where it came to the 
attention of two local women; the pair had 
set out early to do their regular Friday 
morning shop. "At one point the zebra was 
coming towards us," said retired nurse Sally 
Stern. "When it reared up on its hind legs, my 
friend and I were scared its hooves would hit 
us in the face." 
 
Once supermarket staff realised the animal 
was on their site, they quickly contacted the 
local RSPCA, who traced the animal to 
Briarley Wood Children's Zoo. The RSPCA 
rescue squad were at the Co-op within ten 
minutes of taking the call – only to find that 
their stripy quarry had disappeared.  
 

The next sighting of the zebra was outside 
Claire's Gift Shop. Eye-witnesses say the 
animal looked as if she wanted to go inside. 
However, the loud noise of a nearby drill 
frightened her away – this time towards the 
park. 
 
It was in Lindley's Memorial Park that the 
zebra was finally captured by the RSPCA 
rescue squad. Children and parents in the 
park were alarmed at the sight of the now 
panic-stricken animal, but police officers 
quickly sealed off the area so that RSPCA 
staff were able to sedate the zebra and 
return her to the zoo. 
 
Local RSPCA Director Alf Crawley said that 
questions will be asked about the careless 
security arrangements at Briarley Wood 
Zoo. He expressed surprise that, until the 
RSPCA informed them, staff at the zoo were 
unaware the zebra had escaped. A 
spokesperson for the zoo was unavailable 
for comment. 
 

 
 



 

It’s curtains up for new stage school! 

  
 

Hayley Turnpike from Tinksbury 
 

 
Mayor Joe Lavinski 

Tinksbury is to have a new stage school, 
thanks to the generosity of talented 
actress Hayley Turnpike, it was announced 
yesterday. The stage school will be built in 
the Greenside area of the town, close to 
the industrial park. 
 
Hayley lived the first twenty years of her life 
in the town, before moving to Los Angeles 
to pursue an acting career in Hollywood. 
She is best known for her starring role in the 
Carrie Spotter series of films. This won her 
an Oscar last year and has made her the 
UK's richest woman under 30.  
 
The decision to build the £10 million stage 
school was made public yesterday during 
Hayley's visit to her family who still live in 
Lower Tinksbury. With characteristic 
modesty, Hayley declined to be interviewed 
herself, but a spokesperson for the actress 
confirmed that the exciting project will go 
ahead. Her publicity manager, Hal Brent, 
said that Hayley does not want a big fuss 
made about her involvement in this 
venture, adding that she had loved living in 
the area and wanted to give something back 
for future generations of young people. 
 

An ecstatic Mayor Joe Lavinski was 
photographed on the steps of the town hall 
giving details to the press about the stage 
school. "We are delighted to confirm that a 
new stage school is to be built in Tinksbury 
next year. There will be full-time places for 
fifty 16-21 year-olds with many other 
acting, singing and dancing classes 
available.  In accordance with the wishes of 
our generous benefactor, preference will 
be given to talented youngsters from our 
local area." It is understood – or hoped – 
that after the school is built, Ms Turnpike 
will continue to fund the school annually. 
 
Rumours about this project have abounded 
for many months now; some people 
thought an announcement would be made 
last Christmas. Others felt it would never 
happen. Nevertheless, on this occasion, 
rumours have proved to be correct and 
there can be no doubt that the future looks 
bright for stage-struck youngsters who 
hope to follow in the famous footsteps of 
their heroine Hayley Turnpike. 
 

 



 

 

Mystery flower beds while you sleep 
  

  
 

Residents of the town of Aldeymarsh in 
Lincolnshire do not know whether to be 
concerned or grateful for a series of visits the 
town has been receiving during the night over 
the last month. So far no fewer than eleven 
lucky householders have woken to find that 
their gardening has been done for them while 
they were sleeping.  
 
Tasks carried out included: hedge cutting, 
weeding, edge trimming and even lawn 
mowing; most of the homes involved have also 
had new flowers and shrubs planted. Mother-
of-two 28-year-old Anna Gagney of Romney 
Close said that last Tuesday, when she when 
she went to bed, her front garden was full of 
weeds. The following morning all the weeds 
had been removed and she was delighted to 
find that about twenty substantial flowering 
bushes had been planted -neatly and expertly - 
in her previously overgrown flower beds. 
 

 

Most of the residents who have received the 
free garden makeovers are delighted with the 
results. Senior citizen Moses Oakey 
commented, "I'm amazed at this kindness. You 
don't usually get something for nothing these 
days." His neighbour, firefighter Peggy 
Maloney added, "I can't believe they managed 
to mow my grass in the dark and I didn't even 
hear the mower!"   But accountant James 
Fearney does not agree. He said he found it 
alarming that strangers could visit his garden 
while he was asleep. "These people have 
trespassed on my property. What's more, if I 
want flowers in my garden I'll choose and 
plant them myself."  
 
How the mystery gardeners managed to carry 
out so many tasks so silently in the dark has 
baffled local police ever since they were first 
made aware of the problem by James Fearney. 
A spokesman for Superintendent Beth Holt 
confirmed that police are looking into eleven 
cases of overnight trespass and so far, have no 
leads to go on. It is unknown whether the 
trespassers, when found, will also be charged 
with theft of weeds.  
 
Anyone with any information is requested to 
call Aldeymarsh Police in confidence on 
020023 987987. 
 

Unit 5 Day 1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Zoo Zebra in Co-op Car Park Caper                Question sheet 
 

1) How does the headline draw you in? 

2) What picture is included? Is there a caption? What does the picture add to the 

story? 

3) Does the first paragraph answer the questions: Who? What? When? Where?  

4) In 2 or 3 words, what is each paragraph about? 

5) Does the final paragraph bring the story up to the present or look to the future?  

6) What do the following words mean: quarry, panic-stricken, sedate, expressed 

surprise?  How can you work them out if you don't know?  

7) Can you find some facts from the article? Can you find words which show the 

writer's opinion?  

8) Who has been interviewed?  

9) Are the interviews in direct or reported speech? How can you tell?  

10) Can you find anywhere the writer has used a semi-colon?  

11) Is the style chatty or formal?  

12) Did you find the article a) informative and b) entertaining?  



 

It's Curtain Up for New Stage School!   Question sheet 
 

1. Why would people read this article? 

2. Headlines often play with language using devices such as puns, alliteration, rhyme, references 

to well-known sayings, book titles etc. What does this one do?  

3. What picture(s) is / are included? Is there a caption? What does the picture add to the story? 

4. Does the first paragraph answer the questions: Who? What? When? Where? (This is often 

called the orientation of the article as it helps to ‘orientate’ the reader, i.e. ‘put them in the 

picture’.) 

5. In 2 or 3 words, what is each paragraph about? 

6. Does the final paragraph bring the story up to the present or look to the future? (This is often 

called the reorientation because it helps leave the reader with a good idea of ‘what might 

happen now’.) 

7. What do the following words mean: pursue, characteristic modesty, confirmed, venture, 

ecstatic, benefactor, abounded, stage-struck, declined to be interviewed?  How can you work 

them out if you don't know?  

8. Find some facts from the article. Often news articles contain opinion. Can you find any words in 

this which show the writer's opinion? 

9. Who has been interviewed? (Interviews are usually with someone involved or affected / 

eyewitness / expert on relevant topic / spokesperson for relevant group.)  

10. Are the interviews in direct or reported speech? How can you tell? (Look for use of 1st or 3rd 

person, present or past tense, speech marks or no speech marks, but above all whether it is the 

actual words spoken.) Do you prefer the direct or reported speech? Why? 

11. Can you find anywhere the writer has used a semi-colon? Can you find another place where the 

writer might have used a semi-colon to join two closely connected sentences?   

12. Is the style chatty or formal? (Find some examples of, reported or direct speech, the use of 

informal ‘chatty’ language or the use of formal, quite ‘dry’ language to help you decide what 

style the article is written in.) 

13. Did you find the article a) informative and b) entertaining?  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Mystery Flower Beds while you Sleep                     Question sheet 

 
1) Why would people read this article?  

2) Headlines often play with language using devices such as puns, alliteration, 

rhyme, references to well-known sayings, book titles etc. What does this one 

do?  

3) Does the first paragraph answer the questions: Who? What? When? Where? 

(orientation) 

4) In 2 or 3 words, what is each paragraph about? 

5) Does the final paragraph bring the story up to the present or look to the 

future? (reorientation) 

6) What do the following words mean: alarmed, inhabitants, substantial, 

trespassed, baffled, in confidence?  How can you work them out if you don't 

know?  

7) Find some facts from the article. Can you find any words in this which show 

the writer's opinion?  

8) Who has been interviewed? (someone involved or affected / eyewitness / 

expert on relevant topic / spokesperson for relevant group)  

9) Are the interviews in direct or reported speech? How can you tell? (Look for 

use of 1st or 3rd person, present or past tense, speech marks or no speech 

marks, but above all whether it is the actual words spoken.)  

10) Can you find anywhere the writer has used a semi-colon? Can you find 

another place where the writer might have used a semi-colon to join two 

closely connected sentences?   

11) Is the style chatty or formal? (Find some examples of reported or direct 

speech, use of informal ‘chatty’ language or use of formal, quite ‘dry’ language 

to help you decide what style the article is written in.) 

12) Did you find the article a) informative and b) entertaining?  

 

 
 
 
 



 

Next Tuesday 

 



 

Newspaper Article Paragraph Plan 
 

Headline  

First 
Paragraph 

(Who, What, 
Where, When) 

 

Paragraph 2  

Paragraph 3  

Paragraph 4  

Conclusion  

 

 



 

Zoo Zebra in Co-op Car Park Capers 
Adult sheet with suggested prompts and answers 

 
1) How does the headline draw you in? Headlines often play with language using 

devices such as puns, alliteration, rhyme, references to well-known sayings, book 

titles etc. What does this one do? (alliteration, punchy, like a tongue-twister) 

2) What picture(s) is / are included? Is there a caption? What does the picture add to 

the story? 

3) Does the first paragraph answer the questions: Who? What? When? Where? (This is 

often called the orientation of the article as it helps to ‘orientate’ the reader, i.e. ‘put 

them in the picture’.) 

4) In 2 or 3 words, what is each paragraph about? 

5) Does the final paragraph bring the story up to the present or look to the future? 

(This is often called the reorientation because it helps leave the reader with a good 

idea of ‘what might happen now’.) 

6) What do the following words mean: quarry, panic-stricken, sedate, expressed 

surprise?  How can you work them out if you don't know? (look at the context and 

make a reasonable guess) 

7) Find some facts from the article. Often news articles contain opinion. Can you find 

any words in this which show the writer's opinion? (beautiful, careless security 

arrangements) 

8) Who has been interviewed? (Interviews are usually with someone involved or 

affected / eyewitness / expert on relevant topic / spokesperson for relevant group)  

9) Are the interviews in direct or reported speech? How can you tell? (Look for use of 

1st or 3rd person, present or past tense, speech marks or no speech marks, but 

above all whether it is the actual words spoken.) Do you prefer the direct or 

reported speech? Why? 

10) Can you find anywhere the writer has used a semi-colon? Can you find another place 

where the writer might have used a semi-colon to join two closely connected 

sentences?  (After Claire's gift shop) 

11) Is the style chatty or formal? Find some examples of opinion, reported or direct 

speech, the use of informal ‘chatty’ language or the use of formal, quite ‘dry’ 

language to help you decide what style the article is written in. 

12) Did you find the article (a) informative and (b) entertaining?  

  



 

It's Curtain Up for New Stage School! 
Adult sheet with suggested prompts and answers 

 
1. Why would people read this article? 

2. Headlines often play with language using devices such as puns, alliteration, rhyme, 

references to well-known sayings, book titles etc. What does this one do? (curtain up 

expression means to begin; this is a pun with stage) 

3. What picture(s) is / are included? Is there a caption? What does the picture add to the story? 

4. Does the first paragraph answer the questions: Who? What? When? Where? (This is 

often called the orientation of the article as it helps to ‘orientate’ the reader, i.e. ‘put 

them in the picture’.) 

5. In 2 or 3 words, what is each paragraph about? 

6. Does the final paragraph bring the story up to the present or look to the future? (This is 

often called the reorientation because it helps leave the reader with a good idea of 

‘what might happen now’.) 

7. What do the following words mean: pursue, characteristic modesty, confirmed, venture, 

ecstatic, benefactor, abounded, stage-struck, declined to be interviewed?  How can you 

work them out if you don't know? (Look at the context and make a reasonable guess) 

8. Find some facts from the article. Often news articles contain opinion. Can you find any 

words in this which show the writer's opinion?  (talented, ecstatic, there can be no 

doubt, exciting) 

9. Who has been interviewed? (Interviews are usually with someone involved or affected / 

eyewitness / expert on relevant topic / spokesperson for relevant group)  

10. Are the interviews in direct or reported speech? How can you tell? (Look for use of 1st 

or 3rd person, present or past tense, speech marks or no speech marks, but above all 

whether it is the actual words spoken.) Do you prefer the direct or reported speech? 

Why? 

11. Can you find anywhere the writer has used a semi-colon? Can you find another place 

where the writer might have used a semi-colon to join two closely connected 

sentences?  (After Carrie Spotter series of films) 

12. Is the style chatty or formal? Find some examples of active or passive voice, reported or 

direct speech, the use of informal ‘chatty’ language or the use of formal, quite ‘dry’ 

language to help you decide what style the article is written in. 

13. Did you find the article a) informative and b) entertaining?  

 
 



 

 
Mystery Flower Beds while you Sleep 

Adult sheet with suggested prompts and answers 
 

1) Why would people read this article?  

2) Headlines often play with language using devices such as puns, alliteration, rhyme, 

references to well-known sayings, book titles etc. What does this one do?  (pun on 

flower beds and beds you sleep in) 

3) Does the first paragraph answer the questions: Who? What? When? Where? (This is 

often called the orientation of the article as it helps to ‘orientate’ the reader, i.e. ‘put 

them in the picture’.) 

4) In 2 or 3 words, what is each paragraph about? 

5) Does the final paragraph bring the story up to the present or look to the future? 

(This is often called the reorientation because it helps leave the reader with a good 

idea of ‘what might happen now’.) 

6) What do the following words mean: inhabitants, substantial, trespassed, baffled, in 

confidence?  How can you work them out if you don't know? (look at the context and 

make a reasonable guess) 

7) Find some facts from the article. Often news articles contain opinion. Can you find 

any words in this article which show the writer's opinion? (lucky, neatly and expertly, 

substantial) 

8) Who has been interviewed? (Interviews are usually with someone involved or 

affected / eyewitness / expert on relevant topic / spokesperson for relevant group)  

9) Are the interviews in direct or reported speech? How can you tell? (Look for use of 

1st or 3rd person, present or past tense, speech marks or no speech marks, but 

above all whether it is the actual words spoken.) Do you prefer the direct or 

reported speech? Why? 

10) Can you find anywhere the writer has used a semi-colon? Can you find another place 

where the writer might have used a semi-colon to join two closely connected 

sentences?  (After ‘does not agree’.) 

11) Is the style chatty or formal? Find some examples of reported or direct speech, the 

use of informal ‘chatty’ language or the use of formal, quite ‘dry’ language to help 

you decide what style the article is written in. 

       12) Did you find the article a) informative? and b) entertaining? 



 
What to do today 

 
 
 
 

 
1. Read and sort the Certainty Cards 

• Read all of the Certainty Cards. 
• If you can, cut them out and sort them into those you are 

certain are true, those you are certain are false and those 
that you are not sure about. (If you can’t cut them out, then 
label them).  

 
2. Revise Adverbs of Certainty 

• Use the Adverbs of Certainty Revision card to remind you 
about this type of adverb.  

• Complete the activities on Adverbs of Certainty Sentences.  
 
 
3.  Now for some writing 

• Read the Adverbs of Certainty List. Use some of these words 
to make up sentences about the Certainty Cards. 

• Aim to write 6-10 sentences.  
 
When you have finished your sentence writing, share it with a 
grown-up and explain to them about adverbs of certainty. You 
definitely can do it! 
 
 
Try this Fun-Time Extra 
 

• Use the Internet to research five of the statements on the 
Certainty Cards. Can you find evidence that they are true or 
untrue? When you have found out, try testing one of the 
grown-ups in your family.

IMPORTANT Parent or Carer – Read this page with your child and check that you are happy 
with what they have to do and any weblinks or use of internet.   
 



Certainty Cards 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

A coin dropped from 
a tall building can kill. 

We only use 10% of 
our brains. 

 

We lose most body 
heat through our 

heads. 

If you swallow an 
apple pip, a tree will 

grow in your 
stomach. 

The tongue has zones 
to detect different 

tastes. 

Head lice only like 
clean hair. 

You can catch a cold 
from being cold. 

Deserts are always 
hot. 

 

Falling coconuts kill 
more people than 

sharks. 

Goldfish have 3 
second memories. 

A cockroach can live 
for three days 

without its head. 

Astronauts would 
explode without 

space suits. 

Elephants have good 
memories. 

Lightning can’t strike 
the same place twice. 

You are taller in the 
morning than in the 

evening. 

Your irises are as 
unique as your 

fingerprints. 

A tomato is a fruit. It is possible to 
shatter glass with the 

voice. 

The Big Bang was 
loud. 

Olympic medals are 
solid gold. 



Adverbs of Certainty – Revision Card 
 

  

  



Adverbs of Certainty Sentences 
 

Read these sentences. Find and mark the verbs, then find and mark the adverbs of certainty.  
 
Try changing the adverbs of certainty. Can you find one that will work just as well? Can you find any that 
change the meaning? Can you find any that sound awkward or unnatural? 
 
Try changing the word order. Listen to the difference. How does it sound? 
 
1. Probably most people think that there are just seven colours in the rainbow. 
 
2. A falling coin would certainly sting your skin.  
 
3. I was surely unlucky to keep on dropping my toast.  
 
4. If you want to save power, you should definitely turn-off your computer.  
 
5. Perhaps he thought that the Internet and the World Wide Web were the same thing. 
 
6. Maybe people call the earth a sphere because it is simpler than saying oblate spheroid!



Adverbs of Certainty  
 
 

certainly 

conceivably 

definitely 

likely 

maybe 

obviously 

perhaps 

potentially 
 

plausibly 

possibly 

probably 

really 

surely 

truly 

undoubtedly 

unlikely 
 



Your own sentences  
 

Write sentences about the Certainty Cards using the adverbs of certainty. e.g. It 
is possibly true that Olympic medals are made of pure gold. Highlight the 
adverbs of certainty that you have used.  
 

 



 
What to do today 

 
 
 
 

 
1. Read two of the Newspaper Reports about fish with accents 
• Choose two of the Newspaper Reports about fish with accents 

and read them carefully. You can choose to read 1 and 3 or you 

could read 2 and 4.  

 

2. Annotate one of the Newspaper Reports 
• Read Features to watch out for in a Newspaper Report and then 

choose one of the Newspaper Reports. Write notes on it, using 

underlining and highlighting to show the features that it 

contains.  

 

3. Answer questions about the Newspaper Reports 
• Think about the Reading Questions for your two Newspaper 

Reports. 
• Make notes about your answers on Reading Notes. 

 

3.  Now for some writing 
• Read Headline Stories. Choose at least 3 and up to 6 of the 

stories and make up pairs of headlines for them. Make one of 

your headlines serious and formal and one jokey and informal.  

 

 

Try these Fun-Time Extras 
 
• Use the Internet to find out more about the Headline Stories.  

 

• Visit www.ripleys.com and read some surprising stories there. 

Tell a grown-up about the most amazing story that you find. 

IMPORTANT Parent or Carer – Read this page with your child and check that you are happy 
with what they have to do and any weblinks or use of internet.   
 



 



 



 



 

 



Features to watch out for in a newspaper report 
 
• Attention-grabbing headline.   

• Factual – giving information, answering the questions: Who? What?  

Where? When? How?    

• Keeping the story exciting and the pace fast so the reader does not get 

bored.   

• Clear sentences, not too long and complicated.  

• Direct quotes from witnesses or reported speech where a direct quote has 

not been obtained.   

• Short paragraphs to break up the text.  

• Clear conclusions. 

• Style – can be chatty or formal.  

Chatty 
• Direct speech. 

• Active voice to say exactly who 

did what. 

• Shorter sentences. 

• Informal language (e.g. 

contractions such as ‘don’t’ or 

‘wouldn’t’).  

Formal  
• Reported speech. 

• Passive voice to avoid saying 

who or what was the cause. 

• Longer sentences. 

• Formal language with no 

shortened forms. 

 
 
 



Reading Questions 
 

 
 



Reading Notes 
 

Purpose and Audience Style 

Clarity Reliability 



Headline Stories 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
  

 
Crazy teenager, Stian Ytterdahl from Norway, will never forget one 
particular visit to his local McDonalds restaurant – because he has had 
the receipt tattooed onto his right arm. The inked artwork features his 
order, which included a Coke, three cheeseburgers and a Happy Meal. 
 
p.214 Ripley’s Believe It or Not! 
 

 

 
Madcap Li Peng from China, entertains crowds by putting live poisonous 
snakes, scorpions and spiders in his mouth before pulling them back out 
again. He trained for the trick by being locked in a room with 30 deadly 
snakes. Although he has been bitten many times, he says he has learned 
to neutralise the snakes’ venom. 
 
p. 170 Ripley’s Believe It or Not! 
 

 

 
Graduate engineer, Tom Holmes from England, spent seven and a half 
hours building a free-standing domino tower from 2,688 dominoes. The 
amazing tower stood 5.3 metres tall – taller than a double decker bus. 
 
p. 174 Ripley’s Believe It or Not! 
 

 



 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
  

 

Extreme athlete Franz Mueller – the Austrian Rock – used sheer muscle 
power to pull a 156.5 ton Boeing 777 airplane by rope over 14.5 m at 
Vienna Airport. He trained for five months for the feat and afterward 
described the effort of pulling the 64m plane as ‘brutal’.  
p.175 Ripley’s Believe It or Not! 

 
 

 
 
At the International High Line Meeting, 22 daredevils dozed in 16 
hammocks suspended hundreds of feet in the air on Mount Piana in 
Northern Italy. The thrill-seekers attached their hammocks to a high line. 
Once nestled in their high-altitude sleeping quarters, some were so 
relaxed that they even began playing the guitar. 
 
p. 179 Ripley’s Believe It or Not! 
 

 

 
 
Fire crews had to rescue unlucky 16-year-old Ella Birchenough when she 
became stuck in a storm drain while trying to retrieve her mobile phone. 
She jumped into the drain in Dover, England, after accidently dropping 
her phone down it, but then became wedged up to her waist. 
 
p.231 Ripley’s Believe It or Not! 
 

 



Headlines 
 
Make up pairs of headlines.  
Make one headline jokey and informal and one headline serious and formal.  
 

 


