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FARTHINGHOE COMMUNITY PRIMARY SCHOOL 

NEWSLETTER 7 : 10
th

 December 2021 

 

Dear Parents, Carers and Governors, 

The Christmas tree and baubles have been displayed in the school office, the postbox has been decorated and 

the children of Keystage 1 and Mrs Thompson have created our advent display. The classrooms have 

Christmas crafts ready to go home and it’s beginning to feel very festive! Christmas rehearsals have been 

taking place in earnest, with the children putting the finishing touches to their performances ready for ‘COVID 

aware’ performances next week. It has been delightful to see our youngest children take to the stage for the 

first time and enjoy acting as sheep, shepherds and angels.  
 

It is hard to believe that this is the last Farthinghoe School newsletter I shall write – what a fantastic 8 years it 

has been. I have enjoyed every day of being Head of our School and seeing the children flourish in their 

academic studies, as well as their sporting and creative activities. The key reason for the success of 

Farthinghoe is the recognition that everyone is an individual, special and unique. You have chosen this school 

for the care it can give and I feel hugely privileged that I have been part of this journey.  This year has brought 

significant change and challenge; however, throughout all of this, the children, the staff and you as parents 

have remained resilient and resolute helping me in growing the very best learning community for all of our 

children.  
 

I would like to thank each member of staff in turn, our new colleagues Georgina Hayden, Emma Pegg and 

Emma Lear have so much patience and wisdom that I think that Farthinghoe is lucky to have them.  

Heather Price has the respect of all the children and adults in our school community. I would like to thank her 
for taking the time to value each child.  
I have worked with Steve Elson since my first year here, his knowledge of ICT, Maths and Sports always 
impresses me and we are very lucky as a school to have him teach Year 5 and 6.  
Linda Thompson, although only having taught here for two years, has had such an impact on our children. Any 
child that has had her support has flourished and I couldn’t think of a better person to teach Keystage 1 in the 
afternoon.   
I know that Ms Turner and her staff will lead the school to great things. She has a passion for education that is 
tangible and her creativity will ensure that Farthinghoe will, as our values state, thrive.    
Finally, I would like to thank Katie Thompson for her unfailing kindness and professionalism. She has the ability 
to smooth any wrinkle or calm any concern. I will miss her dearly.  
The governors are an integral part of the school, I value their opinions and at every meeting it is clear that their 
commitment to the school is unwavering. This strong group of parents and staff will continue to build on the 
success of the school as it moves forward. I would particularly like to thank Richard Billington for his advice, 
support and knowledge of the school. 
 

I feel an immense sense of pride at having been the Headteacher of Farthinghoe Primary School. I leave the 

school with so many happy memories of wonderful children, committed staff and a community of like-minded 

parents and carers.   
 

I hope you all have a merry Christmas and restful New year with your friends and family.  

Many kind regards,  

Wendy Whitehouse  

 

Farthinghoe School Ties Christmas Fair 

It was lovely to see so many of our families enjoying the Christmas Fayre last week.  The children all seemed 

to have a wonderful time and thank you to School Ties for organising such a brilliant evening.  The event raised 

mailto:head@farthinghoe.northants-ecl.gov.uk
mailto:bursar@farthinghoe.northants-ecl.gov.uk


How to contact us 
Telephone: 01295 710406 
Email: head@farthinghoe.northants-ecl.gov.uk or bursar@farthinghoe.northants-ecl.gov.uk 
Website: www.farthinghoeprimaryschool.co.uk 

 

a staggering £685.60 and we would like to take this opportunity to thank Maxwells Estate Agents for their very 

kind donation of £100.00. 

 

Upcoming Christmas events 

Please can we kindly remind you that we can only accommodate 2 guests per family at our upcoming 

Christmas events.  

 

Swimming permission and coach cost contribution 

Please ensure permission slips for next term’s swimming lessons, are handed into the school office by next 

Friday.  Swimming will commence on the second week back after the Christmas holidays, Wednesday 12th 

January. 
 

EYFS, Year 1 and Year 2 Nativity 

Due to the extremely cold weather conditions, we have decided to hold our Nativity at the Village Hall. All other 

arrangements will remain the same and the children are to be collected from school at 12pm and be back at 

the Village Hall at 1.30pm. 

 

After School Clubs 

Please note, there will be no further after school clubs this term.  Thank you to Ms Warwick and Mrs Zhou 

for giving up their time to run a craft and ballet club. If you would be able to spare some time in the future to run 

a club, please let Mrs Thompson in the School Office know. 
  

Christmas Jumper Day  

The children all looked exceptionally festive today in their Christmas jumpers and dresses.  The array of 

different colours, baubles and glitter adorning their clothes was wonderful and we raised £42.00 for ‘Save the 

Children’ charity. 
 

Farthinghoe Village advent window display 

We hope you have enjoyed viewing the village advent windows that have been revealed so far around 

Farthinghoe.  Thank you to our keystage 1 children for their beautiful stain glass windows, which make up part 

of our day 7 display.   

 

Parent Governor vacancy 

The Governing Body of Farthinghoe Primary School has a vacancy for a parent governor and would 
welcome nominations from any potential new governors committed to raising educational outcomes 
of all children at our busy village school. Potential new governors should have a willingness to; 

 Work positively with others as part of a team to provide strategic leadership and challenge to the head 
teacher. 

 Develop their knowledge and understanding of their role and of the key issues and priorities facing primary 
schools by; attending training, reading papers, attending evening meetings (6 per year) visiting the school 
during teaching hours. 

The Local Governing Body forms an important part of the Governance structure of the Warriner Multi Academy 
Trust. Its responsibilities are those delegated to it by the Directors of the WMAT, the most important being the 
scrutiny of our curriculum offer and our attainment data. Parents or anyone who has parental responsibility for 
a pupil on the school roll at the time of the election can stand for election. If you would like to learn more about 
the position, please email our School Clerk to the Governors, Lauren Hayes (l.hayes@warrinermat.org) 
 

Santa Fun Run  

A huge well done to Fraser and Oscar Messer, Ted Pinney and Daisy Sneath for taking part in the 5k Santa 

Fun Run on Sunday in aid of Katharine House Hospice. We are all very proud of their achievement and 

applaud them for taking part for such a worthy cause. 
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Christmas Lunch - Thursday 16th December 

The last day for ordering your child’s Christmas lunch is Monday 13th December.  Orders placed after this time 

cannot be guaranteed. Thank you to those parents that have very kindly donated Christmas crackers for the 

children to enjoy during their lunch, we still need 20 more! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY  

 

Monday 13
th

 December - Last day to order Christmas lunch via SchoolGrid 

 

Monday 13
th

 December - Year 3 and 4 trip to the Rollright Stones 

 

Tuesday 14
th

 December - The Nativity for EYFS, Year 1 and Year 2 at the Village Hall 

 

Thursday 16
th

 December - Christmas Lunch 

 

Thursday 16
th

 December, 3.30pm - Christmas Carol Service at the Church keystage 2 only, 

children may remain in school until this time.  Ticket allocation information will follow shortly 

 

Friday 17
th

 December - Read and Feed at Farthinghoe Village Hall 

 

Friday 17
th

 December - END OF TERM 

 

Wednesday 5
th

 January - FIRST DAY OF TERM 

 

Wednesday 12
th

 January - Swimming commences for keystage 2 at Brackley Leisure Centre 

 

Saturday 15
th

 January - Closing date for primary school applications, Reception places for 

September 2023 
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